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F O R E W O R D
About 500 children are served annually by 
Edwin Gould Foundation for Children through 
its Foster Home Department, Lakeside School, 
and Scholarship and Educational Fund.
The children range in age from infancy 
through their college years. The majority of 
those in the Foster Home Department and at 
Lakeside School come from New York City, for 
the most part from homes temporarily broken 
by death, illness, separation of parents, or other 
unhappy circumstances. These children are 
often deeply troubled and anxious. Edwin Gould 
Foundation, through its casework and group 
work programs, its psychiatric and psychological 
services, its medical and dental clinics, and its
scholarship and educational program, tries to 
meet the needs of these children and help them 
to become good citizens.
The Scholarship and Educational Fund pro­
vides higher education or vocational training 
for our own Foster Home and Lakeside School 
children of demonstrated character and intellec­
tual capacity. In addition, it grants scholarships 
• to a number of colleges and technical schools, 
.  the student recipients of which are recommended 
by the colleges on a competitive basis.
This booklet has been prepared to give a 
summary of the services the Foundation renders 
to children. All were basically planned by Edwin 
Gould during his lifetime.
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A compassionate love for children prompted 
Edwin Gould throughout his lifetime to devote 
a large part of his time and means to their 
service. Thousands of children have benefited 
wholly or in part through his support of many 
child-caring institutions in New York and in 
many other states of the Union.
In 1923, through a special act of the New 
York Legislature, Mr. Gould established the 
Edwin Gould Foundation for Children to in­
sure that these services to children would not 
cease with his death. The charter is broad in 
scope, enabling its administrators to keep in 
step with the ever-changing concepts of child 
care: “. . . to promote the welfare of children
in the state of New York and elsewhere 
throughout the United States of America, and 
to promote and improve social and living con­
ditions in the United States of America . . .  to 
establish and maintain benevolent, educational, 
industrial, recreational, and welfare activities, 
agencies and institutions. . . .”
As early as 1915, Mr. Gould had become in­
terested in underprivileged children who, for 
one reason or another, had to be removed from 
their own homes. His first active interest began 
with the Messiah Home for Children, now 
Lakeside School in Spring Valley. This home 
was originally situated in New York City and 
was supported by the Women’s Auxiliary of 
the Church of the Messiah.
In addition to building and financing four 
summer camps for the benefit of dependent 
children throughout the country, Mr. Gould 
contributed heavily to the work of many wel­
fare organizations having various kinds of es­
tablished programs. Many children’s cottages 
and hospital wings bear his name.
In those early years, New York law required 
that children who had to be removed from their 
own homes must spend three weeks in quaran­
tine. In working with various children’s insti­
tutions, Mr. Gould discovered that there were 
no adequate facilities in New York City to pro­
vide the proper interim care necessary to the 
happiness and well-being of these children 
while they were awaiting placement. To fill 
the need of Protestant child-caring agencies in 
the city for a centralized residence during this 
waiting period, Mr. Gould built and financed 
the “Clearing Bureau” near Pelham Parkway, 
which consisted of cottages, a hospital, school 
rooms, and medical and dental clinics.
As concepts of child care changed, quaran­
tine was considered unnecessary, and the New 
York City Department of Welfare assumed allo­
cation responsibility. During World War II, 
a group of evacuated British children were 
cared for at the Clearing Bureau, along with 
a group of infants and small children awaiting 
placement in the New York City program.
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A hea lthy child is a happy child.
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However, the facilities of the Clearing Bureau 
were used less and less, and it was permanently 
closed in 1946.
In addition to these direct services to chil­
dren, Mr. Gould established the “Gould Club” 
in Brooklyn, later called the “Vocational School 
for Girls,” which assisted homeless girls who 
were either completing school or going through 
an adjustment period in their first jobs.
Mr. Gould, from the beginning, was inter­
ested in giving promising young people a 
chance for higher education. To this end, he 
established a Scholarship and Educational 
Fund, which has helped to equip many boys 
and girls for useful careers.
Today, the Foundation continues to adminis­
ter these services to children through three 
specific programs: Lakeside School, the Foster 
Home Department, and the Scholarship and 
Educational Fund. The School and the Foster 
Home Department are administered by Edwin 
Gould New York Fund, a subsidiary of the 
Foundation.
The program of these three services is briefly 
described on the following pages.
Group living with individual attention can 
best satisfy the needs of some children who 
must be cared for away from their own homes. 
Although the needs of every child are highly 
individualized, the children for whom place­
ment in a cottage-plan school is best are those 
who cannot accept, for a time at least, the close 
personal relationships with substitute parents 
in foster homes. They include the older child
One o f the residentia l buildings. 5
Many skills are required to  serve 
today's child.
A d in ing room group  
in an apartment.
Living rooms a t Lakeside are fo r  
enterta in ing , re laxing and just p la in fun.
The Lakeside G ram m ar School
who has a need to be reasonably dependent as 
well as independent, the child who needs the 
support of the group, and the child too closely 
attached to his own unhealthy family situation 
to allow placement in a substitute family home.
Lakeside School is a Protestant institution 
serving children from 6 to 18 years of age. 
They are accepted through Departments of 
Public Welfare, Children’s Courts, and private 
placement.
The school is situated at Spring Valley, N. Y., 
on a campus of about 150 acres. Each of the 
two residential buildings contains 6 separate 
apartments — an adaptation of the cottage plan. 
Each apartment has a capacity of 12 children 
and 2 house parents. Each contains a living 
room, dining room, kitchenette, study room, 
and rumpus room, besides bedrooms for the 
children and a three-room apartment for the 
house parents. In addition to the two residen­
tial buildings, there is at Lakeside a grammar 
school, a modern gymnasium, a variety of ath­
letic fields and playgrounds, and an outdoor 
swimming pool.
The children below ninth grade attend the 
Lakeside Grammar School on the campus. The 
school has a faculty of fully-accredited teachers, 
experienced to meet the particular needs of the 
boys and girls who come to Lakeside. Those 
further advanced attend classes at the Spring
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Valley High School, where they continue year 
after year to enjoy an enviable record of success 
in the extra-curricular activities of the school.
An interrelated program of home life, relig­
ious training, study, recreation, and self-help, 
supplemented by that of the Lakeside Summer 
Camp during July and August, aims to give 
each child maximum opportunities for both in­
dividual and group achievement, and tends to 
develop the many attributes so essential to 
happy adulthood.
A professional group, comprising caseworkers, 
a psychologist, psychiatrist, and remedial read­
ing teachers, aims to search out and solve 
through regular conferences with administra­
tion and other school personnel the particular 
problems of each child at the school.
Throughout his stay at Lakeside, whether of 
short or long duration, each child is carefully 
prepared for his future role in the adult world. 
The old “Lakesiders” who visit our campus an­
nually on “Comeback Day” are living evidence 
of the effectiveness of the program that Lake­
side offers its boys and girls.
inasium at Lakeside.
'A  pause in the day's occupation "
An in terv iew  w ith  
prospective foster parents.
F O S T E R  H O M E  D E P A R T M E N T
“For every child a home and that love and 
security which a home provides, and for that 
child who must receive care away from home, 
the nearest substitute for his own home.” This 
goal, expressed in the Children’s Charter drawn 
up by the White House Conference on Child 
Health and Protection in 1930, was the first 
official recognition of the importance of substi­
tute parents for children who, for a time, must 
live away from their own parents.
In 1931 Edwin Gould became actively inter­
ested in foster boarding care when he assumed 
responsibility for the Foster Home Depart­
ment of Five Points House. This marked the 
beginning of the Edwin Gould Foster Home 
Department. The purpose of this Department 
is to create, through the medium of warm and 
understanding foster parents, the best possible 
climate for the growth and development of each
child. Approximately 350 Protestant children, 
ranging in age from infancy to 18 years, are 
under the care of this Department at the 
present time. They are accepted through the 
New York City Department of Welfare and 
through the Children’s Courts.
The first step in providing this service is 
a careful intake study, the purpose of which 
is to determine whether foster home care will 
best meet the individual needs of each child, 
and if so, what particular foster home can 
offer him the family relationships and emo­
tional climate which will provide the best en­
vironment for his development. After children 
have been placed in carefully selected foster 
homes, the casework is directed toward main­
taining a continuing relationship with the child, 
his natural parents, and the foster parents. The 
ultimate goal of our casework service is either
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A periodic medical check-up 
a t the Foundation's clinic.
to reunite the child with his own family or to 
provide substitute care which will enable him 
to become a well-adjusted and independent 
person when he reaches the age at which he 
must take his place in the adult world.
Psychological and psychiatric services are 
available for children whose problems appear 
to be so deep seated that they do not respond 
to favorable environment alone. Other supple­
mentary services, such as remedial reading and 
vocational guidance, are made available through 
community resources. As part of the medical
A "p a t ie n t "  examines her X-rays 
a t the den ta l clinic.
and dental program the agency provides semi­
annual examinations at its clinic in the central 
office.
In 1957 the Foster Home Department pro­
gram was broadened to include a limited adop­
tion service. The purpose of this service is to 
enable foster parents maintaining a child in a 
foster boarding home to adopt the child where 
such adoption seems desirable and where the 
child’s natural parents are willing to release the 
child for adoption. The agency is thus able to 
provide the security of permanent family ties 
for a child whose natural parents are unable to 
do so, thereby enriching the opportunities of 
children entrusted to its care.
O utdoo r fun a t a foster home.
The p layroom  a t the clinic fo r  wa iting  "p a t ie n ts "
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S C H O L A R S H I P  A N D  E D U C A T I O N A L  F U N D
Education and Special 
Training for Children After 
High School Graduation
Lakeside School and
Foster Home Department Children
In order that every child under its care be 
given an opportunity to develop to his fullest 
capacity, the Foundation maintains a Scholar­
ship and Educational Fund. This fund provides 
scholarships to leading colleges and vocational 
schools for those children who wish to further 
their natural abilities and talents with special­
ized education and training.
Scholarships for Other Than 
Edwin Goukl Foundation Children
In addition a limited number of four-year 
scholarships are awarded to other boys and 
girls of character and intellectual capacities, 
who, by their school records, give promise of 
sound leadership and future service to their 
country.
Scholarships are granted to members of in­
coming classes at selected colleges, primarily in 
the New York-New England area. These schol­
arships continue throughout the four-year course 
subject to a periodic review of maintenance of 
required standards. The New England colleges 
are selected not only because excellent courses
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of study are offered but also because they are 
generally situated in small communities with 
healthy outdoor surroundings.
The size of the scholarships is not set hut 
varies with each case and depends on the appli­
cant’s needs, and may include extra-curricular 
expenses. The amount granted in the fresh­
man year usually exceeds that of later years 
when more opportunities for work outside the 
colleges are available. It is expected that stu­
dents will attempt to find part-time employ­
ment.
The selected colleges submit three applica­
tions for scholarships from outstanding stu­
dents, one of which is chosen. Applicants are 
ranked so that if the winning applicant is un­
able to accept the scholarship, the college may 
select the applicant next in rank. Other con­
siderations permitting, preference is given to 
applicants with a minimum of available help 
from home. There are at present about forty 
students receiving scholarship aid from the 
Foundation.
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